Great Allegheny Passage users help local
economy, survey finds
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Connellsville, Ohiopyle, Confluence, Meyersdale and
Rockwood also reported spending $13 for each day

they were on the trail, the survey released this week
states.

The survey was the second part of a three-phase

leconomic impact study of the trail, which has four

miles remaining to complete a 150-mile biking and
hiking path from Pittsburgh to Cumberland, Md.
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"It's sort of becoming the must-do bike ride," she said

Friday. "We know this is on the national radar screen, Ways to get us

but it's also on the international tourism radar screen,
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the country and all over the world are using the trail,"

said Amy Camp, manager of the Progress Fund's Trail 5 B
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Other interesting details showed that about 45 percent L= mewspaper

of respondents used the trail several times a month;

65 percent of respondents were male; and 83 percent

of respondents were 35 years or older.

The most frequent suggestion for improving the passage was for better signage on
and off the trail.

Camp said the first phase of the study estimated $12 million in spending at
businesses in 2007 directly was attributable to the trail, up from $7.2 million in
2002.




